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Final Edition 

By Valera Francis, Ph.D.   

Director, Office of Sponsored Programs 

 This edition of the OSP newsletter 

“Discovery” will be the last.  Beginning in 

January, 2012, it will be replaced by a newsletter 

published by the Office of the Vice Chancellor 

for Research and Economic Development 

(ORED).  The new and expanded newsletter, 

called Synergy, will be published four times per 

year and will include much of the same 

information – awards and submissions, updates 

from federal agencies, and other news that you 

can use.  But, it will also feature information 

from each unit within ORED and updates from 

Dr. Terri Shelton, Vice Chancellor for Research 

and Economic Development, on the current 

status of research initiatives across campus.   

 Although we are sad at our loss, these are 

 

 

exciting times at UNCG. The Greek philosopher 

Heraclitus wrote, “the only constant is change;” and 

the creation and addition of Synergy signals a 

change that will greatly benefit our campus 

community.      

 The definition of “goodbye” is a concluding 

remark or gesture at parting. So, on behalf of the 

OSP newsletter “Discovery,” and the OSP staff who 

worked tirelessly to provide the UNCG campus 

community with relevant information about 

research, scholarship and creative activity through 

the publication and dissemination of this newsletter 

on this our final edition, we say ~  

So Long, Adieu; Adios; Farewell, Au Revior; Doi 

gen, Sayonara, Do svidanja, Ciao, Usale Kahle, Giga-

waabamin, Ming longz oc, Auf Wiedersehen 

Goodbye!!!! 
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 Few people would deny the 

appeal of a good mystery.  Whether it concerns 

solving a crime or simply seeking something 

that was lost, a story where a savvy detective is 

presented with a puzzle, which he or she is then 

driven to follow every lead and sort through 

every clue in order to find the elusive answer, 

speaks to many of us.  For Dr. Jennifer Keith, 

what began as an interest in the poetry of the 

18th century Countess of Winchilsea, Anne 

Finch, has become a quest to not only recover 

and assemble what remains of her various 

works but also to create a critical edition.  “I 

have used that comparison so many times.  It’s 

like detective work,” she tells me enthusiastical-

ly.  “It has been a fascinating search for clues, 

but sometimes you have to go through piles and 

piles of manuscripts.” 

As a female poet in a time when there 

were many limitations on women who chose to 

participate in literature, the number and unique 

qualities of Anne Finch’s writings caught the 

attention of Dr. Keith early in her academic ca-

reer.  When I asked her why she was driven to 

assemble a critical edition of Anne Finch’s work, 

she explained, “I have worked on women poets 

in this era *in the 18th century Restoration Peri-

od+ ever since I was in grad school, so it was 

part of my general area of interest.  I was often 

struck when reading Finch’s poems that there 

was a difference between hers and, say, the 

works of her contemporaries that were known to 

be the more famous, male poets.  And I was in-

trigued by it because I just felt intuitively that 

she was trying to do something different, and I 

wasn’t sure what that was.  So that was a ques-

tion that just kind of started my curiosity going 

and, after I wrote my first book, I wanted to do 

some more work on Anne Finch’s poetry.”  

However, in pursuing further study of Anne 

Finch’s work, she discovered the limitations 

within the current scholarship.  The first issue 

she had to contend with was the absence of a 

complete collection of Finch’s work.  “In her day, 

she had works that appeared in a fair number of 

collections that had multiple author collections.  

She oversaw a selection of her work that was be-

ing printed in 1713 and Jonathan Swift, Alexan-

der Pope, and others admired her work.  Indeed 

by the later part of the 18th century some of her 

Faculty Focus—Dr. Jennifer Keith 

Recovering and Rediscovering the Works of Anne Finch 

By Christopher Davis  

Grants Specialist  

Office of Sponsored Programs  
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work was still being reprinted, but her fame 

was waning.” 

She continued to explain to me that, 

while other scholars of the late 19th and early 

20th century attempted to revitalize Anne 

Finch’s work in publication, there were still 

limitations and an absence of a consolidated 

body of work.  “Wordsworth came and really 

loved her description of nature.  And yet part 

of the difficulty with Wordsworth 

championing her is that it meant a 

lot of readers after Wordsworth 

tended to think of Finch as antici-

pating romantic poetry and that is 

not really what she did.”  Despite 

Wordsworth bringing Finch’s poet-

ry back into circulation toward the 

end of the 19th century, Dr. Keith 

indicated that he did so in a way 

that imposed an inaccurate per-

spective, which emphasized a ro-

manticizing of nature and a ro-

mantic lyric because that was 

what Wordsworth himself admired.   

What Dr. Keith and her co-editor Clau-

dia Kairoff (Wake Forest University) are ulti-

mately working toward is to correct these past 

misconceptions and fill the void in Anne Finch 

scholarship by finally providing a concise and 

critical collection of all 240 of her surviving po-

ems and her two surviving plays.  By doing so, 

she tells me that this will be the first collection 

to establish and construct, “texts that she her-

self wrote, and not other’s variations of them,” 

and also to, “annotate the works so that the 

reader has context for understanding them his-

torically, politically, socially, and literally.” It is 

also important to acknowledge that Dr. Keith’s 

project is not only a mission to reclaim infor-

mation from the past, but also to ensure that 

that information exists in the future.  Along 

with the two-volume critical edition of Anne 

Finch’s collected works, Dr. Keith has also been 

working with digital experts at 

UNCG’s University Libraries, and 

the Folger Shakespeare Library, to 

create a digital archive for Anne 

Finch.  By preserving Finch’s work 

in a digital format, Dr. Keith has 

been able to give current and fu-

ture generations access to an ar-

chive which will include interac-

tive features, including: multiple 

copiers of her works that will show 

changes she made over time as 

well as audio files of original 

songs that Finch wrote, which Dr. 

Keith has also recovered in her investigations. 

The edition has received generous external sup-

port from the National Endowment for the Hu-

manities (a long-term NEH Fellowship and a 

three year Scholarly Editions and Translations 

grant), the Folger Shakespeare Library 

(Washington, D.C.), and the William Andrews 

Clark Memorial Library (Los Angeles).  Under 

contract with Cambridge University Press, the 

two-volume critical edition by Drs. Keith and 

Kairoff will be available in 2014. 
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Anne Finch, Countess of  Chilsea.  

(stock Photo) 
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 Physical Education is a core 

subject area that provides primary 

and secondary education students with fitness 

and nutrition activities needed to live a healthy 

lifestyle. A comprehensive curriculum that inte-

grates both physical and health education is es-

sential to help students adapt their personal be-

haviors at an early age. These Healthful Living 

components are also requirements of the North 

Carolina Department of Public Instruction. For 

Dr. Catherine Ennis, Professor in the Depart-

ment of Kinesiology, Healthful Living is more 

than just a requirement, it is a passion. 

 Dr. Ennis was recently awarded a Nation-

al Institutes of Health Science Education Part-

nership Award (SEPA) for her project the Science 

of Healthful Living. Dr. Ennis has extensively re-

searched K-12 physical education and previously 

received funding for a SEPA project similar in 

scope titled Science, P.E. and Me. This project led 

to the development of a physical education cur-

riculum for 3rd through 5th graders at inner city 

schools in Washington, DC. According to Ennis, 

both SEPA projects have provided an 

“opportunity to create physical education within 

a science education framework.” 

 For her new project, Dr. Ennis turns her 

focus to middle grades physical education. Ennis 

and her research team are creating a physical ed-

ucation curriculum for 6th through 8th graders. 

The primary objective of this project is to 

“develop an evidence based curriculum for 

physical education in North Carolina that would 

be consistent with state standards and the na-

tional standards.” This curriculum will 

“integrate health education concepts associated 

with good nutrition and the role of physical ac-

tivity in disease prevention, like Type II diabetes, 

heart disease, and some cancers, all associated 

with physical activity.” With a strong back-

ground in curriculum development, Dr. Ennis is 

“testing curriculum as an intervention.” She is 

focusing “on constructivist approaches to educa-

tion and physical education which are very stu-

dent-centered.” “Students will construct their 

understanding of physical activity through these 

different kinds of experiments.”  

 Dr. Ennis hopes to garner buy-in for this 
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new curriculum at all levels. She wants to 

“communicate the value of a healthy lifestyle 

and the science of healthful living, not just to 

our students, but also to our teachers, princi-

pals, and parents and the community.” There 

are several components to this project that will 

allow the research team to accomplish this. Stu-

dent participants will be provided personal 

journals to record their experiences throughout 

the project. Physical education teachers partici-

pating in this project will 

receive extensive training. 

Dr. Ennis hopes that this 

training will enable educa-

tors to provide “less teach-

ing as telling and more 

hands-on opportunities so 

that students can explain 

and understanding the 

health-related science deeply as 

it applies to their lives .” 

 Another major aspect of this project is its 

focus on science education. Ennis points out 

that her “aim is to increase students’ knowledge 

and understanding of science, their value for 

science education, and their interest in science 

and science careers.” Each lesson uses “science 

education instructional strategies of the five E’s 

science as inquiry model requiring curriculum 

developers to create lessons based on engage-

ment, exploration, explanation, elaboration, and 

evaluation.” Students will have the opportunity 

to use scientific inquiry repetitively using the 

new curriculum.  

 Four North Carolina schools districts will 

participate in this project, including Guilford 

County, Winston Salem/Forsyth County, Surry 

County, and Thomasville City. With 20 middle 

schools participating, the research team will have 

a large sample size to use for clinical trials. In ad-

dition to a comprehensive physical education 

curriculum, participating schools will receive 

equipment to use during the project, which they 

will get to keep. Dr. Ennis will also provide 

funding to support the participant 

schools an annual Family Science 

Activity Night for the participating 

schools. This event helps foster the 

community engagement component 

of this project.  

 There is no doubt that the 

curriculum developed by Dr. Ennis 

will have a positive impact on the com-

munity. Some core subject areas, such 

as physical education, are not as heavily funded 

due to budget restraints. The funding provided 

by this project will create tools to will allow 

physical educators to deliver more standardized 

material for students that meet state and national 

requirements. As Ennis points out, it is important 

for researchers who are involved in a project of 

this size to make sure that they “provide some-

thing that is lasting and sustainable.” Dr. Ennis 

says that she is excited that her project will ena-

ble us to “impact physical education, to be able 

to impact student learning, to be able to assist 

teachers in learning to teach differently, and to 

help physical education to become an academic 

partner in the schools.”  

 

Classroom. (Stock Photo) 
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Faculty Focus—Dr. Beth Barba 
Geriatric Training Programs 

By Leigh Anne Kincaid  

Managing Editor 

 

 

 

 

“You can tell a great deal about a society by the way 

they treat their elderly..." - Author Unknown 

 Geriatric nursing is becoming more and 

more important as the baby boomer generation 

reaches retirement age. Dr. 

Beth Barba, Professor in the 

School of Nursing, has been 

working to improve the quali-

ty of healthcare for our elderly 

for many years. To meet the 

growing demand for skilled 

geriatric healthcare profession-

als, she developed an educa-

tion program. Dr. Barba is cur-

rently the Principal Investiga-

tor on a Health Resources and 

Services Administration (HRSA) 

grant, which is part of the Comprehensive Geri-

atric Education Programs and Title VIII fund-

ing.  Dr. Barba’s project was previously funded 

from 2003-2006, and received additional fund-

ing from 2006-2009 and also 2009-2012. The 

grant’s primary objectives are to, first, “increase 

the educational opportunities in geriatrics for 

nurses and healthcare personnel who are work-

ing mostly in rural and under-served areas,” 

and, second, “enhance the geriatric curriculum 

for the RN to BSN students here at UNCG.” 

 Initially the primary purpose, as stated 

by Dr. Barba, “was to get geriatric education to 

as many healthcare personnel as possible, using 

a variety of teaching strategies.” During the 

first three years of the project, they partnered 

with the Cone Health System, Alamance Re-

gional Medical Center, and Catawba Valley 

Hospital, and taught registered nurses using 

the trainer model.  This part 

of the project was extremely 

successful - around 8,000 per-

sonnel had some geriatric 

content in their classes over a 

three year period. While the-

se hospital personnel were 

being trained, resources and 

media were being developed 

for the trainers to use. These 

materials included well-

developed objectives, Power-

Point slides, teaching notes, 

tests, suggested teaching strategies, etc., as well 

as teaching manuals. 

Nursing Home. (Stock Photo) 

Dr. Beth Barba 
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 During the project, it was quickly discovered 

that less than 1% of nurses in the United States are 

certified in geriatrics. Dr. Barba used this statistic as 

her benchmark for project 

participants. In order to attain 

that goal, Dr. Barba and her 

research team reviewed the 

geriatric certification exam to 

ensure that all of the required 

material was being covered. 

As a result of this certification 

program, Dr. Barba said 

“twenty-two nurses were certified 

in geriatrics.” Another essential 

component of this program is that all RN students 

are required to complete the geriatric options in eve-

ry class they take.  For example, “if they have to do 

research article critiques, two or three of them have 

to be in geriatrics.” The participants send Dr. Barba 

every paper or project they complete relating to geri-

atrics, and a portfolio is built.  

 Based on the courses, participants created ac-

tion plans to determine their comprehension of 

learning objectives and potential changes to make in 

their practice with older adults. The participants 

were then surveyed, and according to Dr. Barba, 

100% of the nurses who took the course made some 

kind of change in their practice. She described one 

story, in which a participant took information that 

she learned in the course, and made changes in the 

long-term care facility that she managed. After 

learning about the sensory changes that can occur as 

a person ages, such as a loss of depth perception or 

the ability to see subtle transitions in colors, the 

nurse noticed that the bathrooms in the facility 

were all white and therefore it was likely that 

the older patients could not see the 

color contrast between the toilet 

seat and the floor. The nurse then 

ordered all black toilet seats for the 

facility, and the fall rate was cut 

down significantly.  

 Dr. Barba is also working as 

a consultant on a grant for the 

North Carolina Department of 

Health and Human Services, called 

Personal and Home Care Aid State 

Training (PHCAST). She has given their nursing 

assistants materials that they are incorporating 

into their work. Currently, Barba is wrapping 

up filming for a series of geriatric care videos. 

She is planning to share them with the nursing 

assistants as a tool for both teaching and evalu-

ating.  

 Overall, Dr. Barba’s geriatric training ini-

tiatives have been extremely successful. 

Through her training programs, most of the 

nurses have learned the essential elements of 

providing effective geriatric care. They have al-

so been taught how to teach geriatric nursing, 

thereby increasing the number of students who 

are able to adapt to the unique needs of our el-

derly population. 

Dr. Beth Barba 

Pat Scales, GWEP Program Assistant 
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Faculty Focus—Dr. Marcia Rock 

 

 

 

 Specialized Education Services 

(SES) associate professor Marcia 

Rock had just moved to Greensboro two years 

ago when, returning from a family outing to 

Bur-Mil Park, she noticed a sign at the side of 

the road that said “Center for Creative Leader-

ship.”  During her time at the University of Ala-

bama, she had a grant to improve the quality of 

master’s-level programs for teachers of children 

with special needs; now, her focus had moved 

on to working on a doctoral

-level program to educate 

the next generation of uni-

versity faculty to prepare 

those teachers.  What was 

missing in most doctoral 

programs, she had realized, 

was focused instruction in 

both leadership training and 

“rigorous” research procedures. Now, seeing 

that Greensboro was home to a world-class 

company focused on leadership, she began re-

searching the Center for Creative Leadership 

(CCL) to see if any of its programs would help 

fill a need in the UNCG SES doctoral program. 

 Thanks to Dr. Julia Jackson-Newsom, the 

then School of Education’s research director, Dr. 

Rock was soon in touch with Dr. Karen Dyer at 

CCL, and the collaboration began.  This past 

spring, Drs. Rock, William Bursuck, Bonnie 

Billingley, Mary Compton, and Stephanie 

Kurtts submitted a proposal to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education’s Office of Special Education 

and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) in re-

sponse to the Individuals with Disabilities Act 

(IDEA) for the “preparation of leadership per-

sonnel.”  The proposal emphasized collabora-

tion between UNCG, CCL, Guilford County 

Schools, Winston-Salem/Forsyth County 

Schools, and the university’s grant-funded Pro-

ject ENRICH. 

 Dr. Rock and her colleagues took partic-

ular care to base the proposal in 

the theories and recommenda-

tions currently being presented 

in relevant professional  litera-

ture; the plan brought together 

these theories and provided a 

practical framework for apply-

ing them through Specialized 

Education Services’ existing doctoral 

program.  Their plan, for a cohort of four care-

fully selected students, added scholarly semi-

nars, leadership training, and performance 

based teacher education research to the course-

work already offered.  The end result was Link-

ing Important Networks of Knowledge to Lead 

(LINK-2-LEAD), “the dream doctoral program 

based on the professional literature.” 

 OSERS agreed.  Dr. Rock and her col-

leagues’ proposal was rated second in the 

 

Dr. Marcia Rock 
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country, and the project has been funded for five 

years and $1.25 million.  Eighty-nine percent of 

this funding will go directly to SES doctoral stu-

dent support, allowing students to 

be enrolled in the 75-hour program 

full-time.  With distractions to the 

future teacher educators at a mini-

mum, Dr. Rock hopes to “increase 

the quality of special education 

personnel who have been prepared 

at advanced graduate levels<who 

are well qualified for, and can effectively carry 

out, leadership positions in universities.” 

 While these students work their way 

through the doctoral program, Dr. Rock and her 

colleagues will be researching as well as teaching.  

While large scale studies on the 

efficacy of this method of educat-

ing doctoral students will not be 

possible because of the small num-

ber of students/research partici-

pants, she and her colleagues will 

be able to compare the students in 

LINK-2-LEAD with the students in 

the traditional doctoral program, and begin study-

ing how college and university faculty can prepare 

highly effective researchers, teachers, and leaders. 

Faculty Focus—Dr. David Wyrick 

 

 
and alcohol use can lead to life-altering conse-

quences. 

 Dr. Wyrick is trying to decrease these sta-

tistics, particularly among student- athletes. He 

recently received a Small Business Innovative Re-

search (SBIR) grant from the National Institute on 

Drug Abuse (NIDA) to continue his research and 

hone his newest intervention, my-

Playbook. The SBIR is funded 

through Prevention Strategies, 

LLC which has an umbrella agree-

ment with UNCG and is consid-

ered an official affiliate of the uni-

versity.  

 Dr. Wyrick’s project is di-

vided into two phases. In Phase I, two 

components were developed: one built complete-

By Leigh Anne Kincaid  

Managing Editor 

 

 Alcohol and other drug (AOD) 

use are all too common among college students. In 

March 2006, Dr. David Wyrick, Associate Professor 

in Public Health Education, formed Prevention 

Strategies, a provider of AOD prevention pro-

grams for high school and college stu-

dents. According to Prevention Strate-

gies’ website, approximately 37% percent 

of college students engage in binge or 

high-risk drinking, meaning they will 

have five or more drinks per occasion. 

Almost one third of college students 

have reported using marijuana, while 

smaller percentages have used ampheta-

mines, hallucinogens, cocaine, and other designer 

drugs. This is a very serious issue because drug 

Dr. David Wyrick 
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ly around the NCAA drug testing policies and 

procedures that student-athletes must adhere 

to, including the listing of NCAA banned sub-

stances; and another built around alcohol with 

a focus on its effects on athletic performance, 

training, and recovery from injury.  During 

was a gap between the Phase I and Phase II 

funding, Dr. Wyrick received additional fund-

ing in the form of administrative supplements 

from NIDA, as well as funding from the Na-

tional Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 

and the National Center for Drug Free Sport. 

 Also during the gap 

between the two phases, Dr. 

Wyrick began working with 

Linda Collins, Director of The 

Methodology Center at Penn 

State University. She devel-

oped a new methodology 

called the Multi-Phased Optimiza-

tion Strategy (MOST), which is “built on opti-

mization concepts common in the field of engi-

neering” and modified them to apply to the so-

cial sciences. In a traditional Phase II SBIR, you 

complete development of the product, and 

then you conduct a rigorous test typically us-

ing a randomized control trial (RCT) to deter-

mine whether or not it is effective. However, 

with MOST, optimization experiments are built 

into the process before you get to the RCT. 

What is unique to this process is that the opti-

mization experiments take advantage of effi-

cient factorial designs that are not longer very 

common to the social sciences. The factorial de-

sign allows the investigator to “isolate the com-

ponents of an intervention and see which com-

ponents are operating as they should, and 

which ones aren’t working so well against a 

specific criteria,” explained Wyrick. This pro-

cess allows the investigator to make improve-

ments to underperforming components in an 

effort to maximize the public health effect of 

the overall intervention. 

 MOST is a very new approach for the 

research and development pro-

cess, with myPlaybook being 

only the second federally fund-

ed project to use it, and the 

very first to use it in a web-

based environment. This pro-

ject will hopefully “result in an 

effective alcohol and other 

drug prevention program for 

NCAA student-athletes,” while also testing a 

new methodology from beginning to end. In 

the end, Dr. Wyrick is hoping the myPlaybook 

project will have a significant effect on the 

overall philosophy of intervention scientists on 

how to best approach the research and devel-

opment process. 

 The essential myPlaybook components 

are the specific content for the required NCAA 

drug testing policies and procedures and 

banned substances, alcohol, tobacco, perfor-

mance enhancing drugs, over-the-counter and 

prescription drugs, and nutritional and dietary 

Student Athletes. (Stock Photo) 
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 supplements. In the first and second years, 

there will be two rounds of screening experi-

ments which will allow the research team to 

determine which parts of the intervention are 

working optimally (achieving a predetermined 

effect size) and those that are not. The research 

team will make revisions to the underperform-

ing components based on their findings. In the 

third year, the research team will conduct a 

randomized control trial to test the overall ef-

fectiveness of myPlaybook. 

 Dr. Wyrick has been in-

volved in developing and test-

ing alcohol and other drug in-

terventions for over ten years, 

when his first SBIR was funded 

to develop a web-based alcohol 

education program for college 

students, called College Alc. He 

and his research partner, Dr. Melodie Fearnow

-Kenney, were at the American College Health 

Association annual meeting about eight years 

ago presenting findings on a College Alc study 

when they met Mary Wilfert, who is the Asso-

ciate Director of Education Outreach for the 

NCAA. At that time, he and Dr. Fearnow-

Kenney were in the process of writing an NIH 

proposal to develop an intervention specific to 

the student-athlete collegiate experience. Mrs. 

Wilfert proved to be an extremely valuable re-

source by providing access to various NCAA 

committees and organizations, coaches, stu-

dent-athletes, and athletic directors once NIDA 

awarded funding for the Phase I SBIR project.  

 The relationship with the NCAA has led to 

close collaboration on a variety of NCAA-

sponsored alcohol and other drug education initia-

tives. For example, Prevention Strategies is the 

major financial sponsor for the Apple Conferences 

this year. The Apple Conferences, one of the 

NCAA’s efforts at drug and alcohol prevention 

and education, are held twice each year. Thirty to 

forty schools attend each conference, and each 

school typically brings “two or three student-

athletes, a coach, and an administrator.” The 

weekend is spent working on 

your “athletic department’s drug 

and alcohol policy, the kind of 

programming you’re going to do 

over the next year, etc.”  

 According to Wyrick, his 

current project “will be by far the 

most rigorous test of an interven-

tion that was developed for collegiate student-

athletes.” The project will use both data collected 

by the NCAA and also data collected through sur-

veys created by the research team. Dr. Wyrick is 

excited to see the evolution of myPlaybook over 

the next two years. He expects to learn a lot from 

the two screening experiments. The first screening 

experiment begins in February and will end at the 

beginning of May. The summer will be spent mak-

ing revisions before the second screening experi-

ment in the fall. There are sixty-five universities 

across the country participating in this study. This 

project will definitely impact drug and alcohol 

prevention and education programs for student 

athletes across the nation.  
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Describe the research you will be conducting for 

your new project "Molecular Footprinting with 

Solid-State Nanopores for Preventative Disease 

Diagnostics"? 

The research revolves around the solid-state na-

nopore system—a new technology for analyzing 

biomolecules electrically as they are driven one-by-

one through a nanometer-scale hole. This work will 

use these devices to detect the locations of proteins 

bound to specific locations along molecules of 

DNA. Many diseases (including several forms of 

cancer) are related to the malfunctioning of these 

interactions, and in this project, we aim to create a 

system that is capable of detecting such issues at 

the smallest scale. 

 

How did you get involved in this project? 

My training is in physics and material science, but 

I’ve always wanted to apply my skill set to the 

medical field, where I think that scientists have a 

distinctive potential to have a palpable impact on 

our lives. Since I had experience with nanotechnol-

ogy and devices, I chose to do my postdoctoral 

training with Professor Cees Dekker at the Kavli 

Institute of Nanoscience in Delft, The Netherlands, 

where I first started working with nanopores. I felt 

and still feel strongly that the technology is beauti-

fully elegant and capable of giving us a view to a 

length scale where some of the most basic and in-

teresting biology actually happens. That is why I’m 

extending on the work here at UNCG. 

What do you ultimately hope to accomplish 

with your research? 

I hope to make nanopore technology into some-

thing that can be used in a handheld device in 

the field or in developing areas to diagnose a 

huge range of diseases quickly, accurately and 

inexpensively. Single-molecule diagnostics  

offers the highest possible sensitivity, perhaps 

allowing a disease to be identified before any 

symptoms at all, when treatments would be 

most effective. 

 

How does this project fit into your other re-

search areas of interest? 

I’m interested generally in applying the tools 

and materials offered by nanotechnology to the 

field of biology, but also in understanding how 

things work at these small length scales. Na-

nopores fit in nicely with these interests, as they 

have great potential, but also a lot of interesting 

questions left to answer.  

 

Joint School of Nanoengineering & Nanoscience—Faculty Q&A 

Dr. Adam Hall 
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How will your project impact this field of re-

search? 

Nanopore technology has been growing rapidly in 

recent years, but many researchers are concentrat-

ing on using it for genetic sequencing- directly 

reading the nucleotide code off of DNA. Our re-

search will be one of very few that concentrates on 

protein localization. This work will be the first to 

rapidly detect single proteins attached to specific 

sequences of DNA, and will thus be among the first 

direct, biologically-relevant applications of the sys-

tem. 

Staton Noel joined the Office of Innovation Commercialization as a Marketing and Licens-

ing Associate in October 2011. Staton has more than 25 years of research experience includ-

ing 19 years working in Drug Discovery Research at GlaxoSmithKline (GSK).  During his 

time at GSK, Staton led or participated in projects in several therapeutic areas including in-

flammation, arthritis, osteoporosis, menopausal symptoms, diabetes, obesity, and the bio-

logical mechanisms of aging. In addition, Staton has extensive experience in molecular biol-

ogy, nuclear receptors, G-coupled proteins, enzymes, and in vitro/ in vivo assays. During his time at 

GSK, Staton discovered a new gene and proposed and led a project that led to the discovery of a novel 

bone anabolic biochemical target.  Staton brings to the OIC extensive experience developing ideas from 

conception to fruition in a complex organization. Staton currently is completing his MBA and MS in 

Gerontology at UNCG.   

Marie Louise Harrell, Director of the Office of Contracts and Grants, has accepted a position at the Uni-

versity of North Carolina at Charlotte as Executive Director of Research Cost Management. William 

Walters, Associate Director of the Office of Contracts and grants will serve as the Interim Director.  

Daphne Slaughter has left her position as Grants Specialist in the Office of Contracts and 

Grants. She has joined the School of Education, and serves as the Director of Budgets and 

Personnel.  

 

Doris Booton has left her position as Administrative Support Associate in the Office of Research and 

Economic Development. She has accepted a position in the School of Education.  

Arrivals and Departures 
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Ackerman, Terry Dean’s Office, School 

of Education 

Psychometric Society 

Administration and 

Psychometrika Journal Editor 

Psychometric Society $73,043.00  

Bailey, Raleigh Center for New North 

Carolinians 

Immigrant Health ACCESS 

Project 

Cone Health Foundation $100,000.00  

Bailey, Raleigh Center for New North 

Carolinians 

AmeriCorps ACCESS Project NC Commission on 

Volunteerism and 

Community Service 

$538,010.00  

Daniel, Stephanie Center for Youth, 

Family and 

Community 

Partnerships 

Program and Mental Health 

Coordination 

Forsyth County School 

Health Alliance 

$15,845.00  

Faeth, Stanley Biology Transforming Minds in a 

Transitioning Community 

National Science 

Foundation (NSF) 

$561,094.00  

Filene, Benjamin History Piedmont Triad Digital 

Humanities Initiative (DHI) 

WFU TRIAD 

Interuniversity Project 

Planning (TIPP) 

$2,925.00  

Flynn, Perry Communication 

Science and Disorders 

Exceptional Children State 

Speech-Language Consultant 

North Carolina 

Department of Public 

Instruction (NCDPI) 

$1,090.34 

Francisco, Vincent Public Health 

Education 

Supporting "North Carolina 

Project Connect - 

Communities Supporting 

Young Families" 

NC DHHS Division of 

Public Health (DPH) 

$198,663.00  

Frison, Sonja Center for Youth, 

Family and 

Community 

Partnerships 

Juvenile Justice Substance 

Abuse Mental Health 

Partnerships 

East Carolina Behavioral 

Health 

$279,900.00  

Graves, Kelly Center for Youth, 

Family and 

Community 

Partnerships 

Juvenile Drug Court Guilford Center/Guilford 

County Area Authority 

$232,286.00 

Grimaldi, Ann Weatherspoon Art 

Museum 

Persona: A Body in Parts 

Exhibition at the 

Weatherspoon Art Museum 

North Carolina Arts 

Council 

$8,500.00  
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Gustafson, Elaine Weatherspoon Art 

Museum  

Apps for Art: A Mobile 

Application Development 

Project Utilizing the 

Permanent Art Collections 

of NCA&T, UNCG, WFU, 

and WSSU 

Wake Forest University $2,500.00  

Hestenes, Linda Human 

Development & 

Family Studies 

North Carolina Rated 

License Assessment Project 

North Carolina Division of 

Child Development 

$3,585,792.00  

Jackson-Newsom, 

Julia 

Office of Research 

and Economic 

Development 

College STAR University of North 

Carolina General 

Administration (UNC GA) 

$368,951.00  

Kalcounis-Ruppell, 

Matina 

Biology Activity and Distribution of 

Conservation Priority Bat 

Species on the North 

Carolina Coastal Plain 

North Carolina Wildlife 

Resources Commission 

$18,500.00  

*Keane, Susan Psychology Collaborative Care: An 

Interdisciplinary Approach 

To Graduate Psychology 

Training 

US DHHS Health Resources 

and Services Administration  

$162,848.00 

McGuire, Jerry Office of Innovation 

Commercialization 

SBTDC Regional Service 

Center 

North Carolina State 

University (NCSU) 

$1,530.00  

McGuire, Jerry Office of Innovation 

Commercialization 

Technology Coordinator 

for Small Business 

Technology Development 

Center 

North Carolina Small 

Business and Technology 

Development Center (NC 

SBTDC) 

$33,261.00  

Mercier, Susan Teacher Education 

and Higher 

Education 

Oak Learning Differences 

Program 

Elon University $5,000.00  

Murphy, Arthur Anthropology  Nutrition Education for 

new North Carolinians 

(Recipe for Success in 

North Carolina) 

NC SHHS Division of Social 

Services (DSS) 

$93,806.00  

Oberlies, Nicholas Chemistry Filamentous Fungi as a 

Source of Anthelmintic 

Leads for Agrobusiness 

North Carolina 

Biotechnology Center 

(NCBC) 

$100,000.00  

Oberlies, Nicholas Chemistry Mechanisms of Silymarin 

Hepatoprotection 

University of Washington $71,750.00  

* Awarded 07/2011 
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Payne, C.  Center for Youth, 

Family and 

Community 

Partnerships 

Bringing Out the Best: 

Promoting the Social and 

Emotional Development of 

Young Children 

Guilford County Partnership 

for Children 

$66,869.00  

Payne, C.  Center for Youth, 

Family and 

Community 

Partnerships 

Bringing Out the Best: 

Promoting the Social and 

Emotional Development of 

Young Children 

Guilford County Partnership 

for Children 

$189,907.00  

Poole, Kelly  Social Work Congregational Social 

Work Education Initiative 

2011-12 

Moses Cone Wesley Long 

Community Health 

Foundation 

$77,894.00  

Poole, Kelly  Social Work Partnerships to Address 

Mental Health, Substance 

Abuse, and Co-Occurring 

Disorders in Vulnerable 

Populations (renewal 2011

-2012) 

Cone Health Foundation $85,253.00  

Reggio, Patricia Chemistry Triad Drug Discovery 

Discussion Group 

(TDDDG) 

North Carolina Biotechnology 

Center (NCBC) 

$3,340.00  

Sametz, Lynn Center for Youth, 

Family and 

Community 

Partnerships 

It's About Discovery The Ohio State University $40,402.00  

Shelton, Terri Center for Youth, 

Family and 

Community 

Partnerships 

Banking Time: Supporting 

the Social Emotional 

Development of Young 

Children through Positive 

Teacher-Child 

Relationships 

University of Virginia $189,270.75  

Singh, Rahul Information Systems 

and Operations 

Management 

Triad Research Initiative to 

Empower the Visually 

Impaired Information 

Systems Competitiveness 

(TREVIS) 

Wake Forest University $17,000.00  

Starobin, Joseph Joint School of 

Nanoscience and 

Nanoengineering  

Correlation Between Onset 

of Rhythm Instabilities 

and the Stability-of-

Propagation Reserve 

Metrics in Patients 

Duke University Medical 

Center 

$25,146.00  
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Tan, Edna Teacher 

Education and 

Higher Education 

Club to School: Rethinking the 

SMT Pipeline 

Michigan State University $41,577.00  

Tanner, Amanda Public Health 

Education 

Community-Based 

Participatory Research 

University of North 

Carolina at Charlotte 

(UNCC) 

$4,235.00  

Terza, Joseph Economics Interpreting Instrumental 

Variables Estimates when 

Treatment Effects are 

Heterogeneous Across Patients: 

ACE/ARBs and Race 

University of Iowa $117,631.00  

Van Broekhuizen, 

Ludwig 

SERVE Evaluation of SCDOE Early 

Childhood Educator 

Professional Program 

South Carolina Department 

of Education 

$5,000.00  

Van Broekhuizen, 

Ludwig 

SERVE South Carolina Department of 

Education Fund Evaluation 

South Carolina Department 

of Education 

$111,862.50  

Van Broekhuizen, 

Ludwig 

SERVE Regional Educational 

Laboratory for Southeast 

U.S. Department of 

Education 

$2,682,719.00  

Van Broekhuizen, 

Ludwig 

SERVE Study of North Carolina STEM 

High Schools 

Research Triangle Institute $99,693.00  

Van Broekhuizen, 

Ludwig 

SERVE Evaluation of NSF ITEST NCSU The William & Ida 

Friday Institute for 

Educational Innovation 

$40,000.00  

Wyrick, David Public Health 

Education 

Drug and Alcohol Prevention 

for Student Athletes 

Prevention Strategies, LLC $129,178.00  

   Total Number of Awards 

Received: 

41 

   Total Amount of Awards:  $10,219,424.11 
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OSP Contact Information 

Valera Francis, Ph.D., Director 

2704 MHRA Building 

336-334-4919 

vtfranc2@uncg.edu 

 

Lloyd Douglas, Associate Director 

2706 MHRA Building 

336-334-4918 

ledougl2@uncg.edu 

 

Michael Preuss, Ed.D. 

Proposal Development Officer 

2708 MHRA Building 

336-334-4920 

mdpreuss@uncg.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need to reach an Office of Sponsored Programs staff member , please visit 

www.uncg.edu/rss or give us a call! 

336-334-5878 

 Chris Davis, Grants Specialist 

2710 MHRA Building 

336-334-5134 

cwdavis@uncg.edu 

 

Darneshia Blackmon, Grants Specialist 

2712 MHRA Building 

336-334-4921 

dsblackm@uncg.edu 

 

Victoria Lare, Grants Specialist 

2705 MHRA Building 

336-334-4316 

v_lare@uncg.edu 

 

Leigh Anne Kincaid, Graduate Assistant 

2702 MHRA Building 

336-334-5878 

lakincai@uncg.edu  

 Discovery:  Research News at UNCG 

Darneshia Blackmon, Editor-in-Chief 

Leigh Anne Kincaid, Managing Editor 
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Dear Principal Investigators,  

  Effective December 5, 2011, I have accepted the position of Executive 

Director of Research Cost Management at the University of North Carolina at 

Charlotte. I want to thank each of you for your openness and cooperation during 

my tenure at UNCG. Almost seven years at UNCG has passed very quickly with a 

growth of 70% in external funds, 2,900 proposals reviewed and 1,820 new awards 

processed.  

 In between the day-to-day fiscal management of sponsored funds, I have had the privilege to lis-

ten to you explain your research in layman’s terms as we worked together on your budgets. Whether 

they were studies of bats and bees, mental health teams in the Guilford County courts, improvements in 

education, health disparities in the Triad, monitoring of newborns for genetic diseases and left-

handedness, understanding grieving parents of the Hermosillo day care fire, nanoparticles, geomapping 

of wireless Internet access in rural North Carolina, biomusic camps to advance careers in STEM, cultural 

forensic studies of the war missing, training grants for SES and STEM careers, supply chains, or excavat-

ing palaces in Peru, Greece, or a courthouse in Guilford County or one of many other topics, your pa-

tience with me to help me understand your work was enlightening and of great value for our joint mis-

sion.  

 Life is full of new challenges every day. I wish you all well and much success in your research 

endeavors.   

 

                                                                                                                       —Marie Louise Harrell  

Farewell—Marie Louise Harrell 



Research. Scholarship. Creative Activity.   


